Remarks 

Claims 1-16 are pending in the application. Claims 1-3 have been allowed. Claim 1 has 
been amended. New claims 17-20 have been added to the application. Reconsideration and re- 
examination of the application is respectfully requested for the reasons set forth herein. 

1 . Claim 1, line 7 has been amended to correct a grammatical error. Applicant respectfully 
requests approval of this amendment by the Examiner. 

2. The Examiner has rejected claims 4-8, 11-12, and 14-16 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Patent No. 5,051,101 issued to Komatsu. 

Claim 4 recites that the card connector comprises "a positioning mechanism that moves 
the lock member between a card release position and a card engagement position and secures the 
lock member in the card engagement position." The Examiner has identified the frame 17 of 
Komatsu, which has an operating lever 22, as the positioning mechanism. As discussed in 
column 6, line 49 to column 7, line 1 1 of Komatsu, a card C is inserted into a guide 9 such that it 
abuts a slider 8. The card C pushes the slider 8 from a first position (Figure 3) to a second 
position (Figure 4). As the slider 8 is pushed, flexibly hinged engagement pieces 1 1 attached to 
the slider come into contact with guide surfaces 7a and are guided inward into engagement with 
the card C. During this time, the lever 22 is pushed such that the lever 22 pivots about a boss 16 
attached to the guide 9. To remove the card C, the knob 28 of the lever 22 is pushed to pivot the 
lever 22 about the boss 16. As the lever 22 pivots, the lever 22 pulls the guide 9 and, thus, the 
card C forward so that the card C may be removed from the connector. 



1253272 1 



-7- 



Unlike the claimed invention that requires the positioning mechanism to secure the lock 
member in the card engagement position, the frame 17 and/or the lever 22 of Komatsu does not 
secure the engagement pieces 1 1 or the guide 9 in the second position. It is the resilient outward 
force of the engagement pieces 1 1 that secure the guide 9 and, thus, the card C in the second 
position. As such, the lever 22 merely acts as an ejection mechanism. Komatsu, therefore, does 
not teach all the elements of claim 4 and removal of the rejection of claim 4 under 35 U.S.C. 
102(b) is respectfully requested. 

Claims 7-8, 11-12, and 14-16 depend from independent claim 4. Because Komatsu does 
not teach all of the elements of claim 4, Komatsu does not teach all the elements of claims 7-8, 
11-12, and 14-16. 

In addition, Komatsu does not teach the elements of claim 1 1 . Claim 1 1 recites that the 
card connector further comprises "a compression spring that urges the slider toward the card 
release position." As previously discussed, the slider 8 of Komatsu is urged from the second 
position (Figure 4) toward the first position (Figure 3) by the lever 22 pivoting about the boss 16 
when the knob 28 of the lever 22 is pressed to pull the guide 9 forward. Komatsu is silent as to a 
compression spring that urges the slider 8 to the first position. Komatsu, therefore, does not 
teach all the elements of claim 11. 

Further, Komatsu does not teach the elements of claim 14. Claim 14 recites that the card 
connector further comprises "tongues that engage an outer surface of the card to prevent the card 
from ejecting at an excessive speed." The Examiner has identified the engagement pieces 1 1 of 
Komatsu as the tongues. As shown in Figure 4 and discussed in column 5, lines 59-63 of 
Komatsu, the engagement pieces 1 1 have pawls 13 that project inwardly into an inserting and 
removing passage of the card C. The pawls 13 engage an outer surface of the card C. The pawls 
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13, however, have already been identified by the Examiner as the engagement protrusion of the 
locking member in the Examiner's rejection of claim 4. Because the claim requires two separate 
elements, an engagement protrusion and tongues, and Komatsu only teaches one element, 
Komatsu does not teach all the elements of claim 14. 

Still further, Komatsu does not teach the elements of claim 16. Claim 16 recites that "the 
lock member deforms by twisting to disengage from the card." The Examiner has identified the 
guide 9 and the engagement pieces 1 1 of Komatsu as the lock member. As shown in Figures 3-4 
and discussed in column 5, lines 50-54 of Komatsu, the engagement pieces 1 1 are swingable 
around plastic hinges 12 between an inside and outside of the inserting and removing passage of 
the card C. As discussed on page 11, lines 18-24 of the Applicant's specification, "the shape of 
the engagement protrusion 176b deforms slightly while twisting around the fixed end portion of 
the lock member 176 in the direction indicated by the arrow Z in Figure 8B." Additionally, 
"twist" is defined by the Webster's New World Dictionary Second Edition as "to subject to 
torsion." Twisting, therefore, is the turning of one end or part about a longitudinal axis while the 
other is held fast. The engagement pieces 1 1 do not twist in a manner as defined by the 
specification or the dictionary. Komatsu, therefore, does not teach all the elements of claim 16. 

For the foregoing reasons, removal of the rejection of claims 7-8, 11-12, and 14-16 under 
35 U.S.C. 102(b) is respectfully requested. 

3. The Examiner has rejected claims 9-10 and 13 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent No. 5,051,101 issued to Komatsu in view of US Patent No. 
6,071,135 issued to Obara. 
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Claims 9-10 and 13 depend from independent claim 4. As previously discussed, 
Komatsu does not teach all of the elements of claim 4. Because Komatsu does not teach all of 
the elements of claim 4, the combination of Komatsu in view of Obara does not teach or suggest 
all the elements of claims 9-10 and 13. Removal of the rejection of claims 9-10 and 13 under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) therefore is respectfully requested. 

4. New claims 17-20 have been added to the application and are believed to be in condition 
for allowance because the prior art fails to teach or suggest a card connector comprising an 
insulating housing having a plurality of contacts for receiving a card; a slider being movable 
between card release and card engagement positions; a lock member having a fixed end portion 
being fixed to the slider and an engagement protrusion that engages the card; a positioning 
mechanism that moves the lock member between a card release position and a card engagement 
position and secures the lock member in the card engagement position; and the lock member 
having a portion that elastically deforms by twisting to disengage from the card when the lock 
member is secured in the card engagement position and the card is forcibly extracted. 
Examination of new claims 17-20 is respectfully requested. 

In view of the arguments presented herein, the application is considered to be in 
condition for allowance. Reconsideration and passage to issue is respectfully requested. 

Please charge any additional fees associated with this application to Deposit Order 
Account No. 501581. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Ikeda et al., Applicants 




Jennifer Mae Slonaker 
Registration No. 50568 
Attorney for Applicants 
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